- м 


SUMMARY OF INCIDENT 


On January 13, 1993, Officer of the San Gabriel Police Department, began а nar- 
cotics investigation into the sales of rock cocaine from the residence atiii Palmerstone Street, 


in the unincory orated area of Compton. On that date. 


Following the purchase of narcotics, Officer Б a Search Warrant for the Palmer- 


stone residence ато learned that the Compton Police Department had served a Narcoti 
ба that adres роле ee 


І. During the service of the Compton warrant, the Compton officers had a very dif- 
ficult time entering the residence because of the security bars on all of the windows and doors of 
the house. 


Officer I believed that the officers who would be serving the Search Warrant, would be at 
high risk, so he contacted the Sheriff’s Department Special Enforcement Bureau (SEB) to assist in 
the service of the warrant. 


After formulating a plan, (Exhibit A, a diagram of the location and a copy of the Search Warrant 
are included in this exhibit) to make entry and serve the Search Warrant at Palmerstone 
Street, the deputies from SEB Blue Team, went to the Palmerstone address. They were accompa- 
nied by M from San Gabriel Police Department and Sergeant И 
and Officer] f the Alhambra Police Department. The San Gabriel officers contained the 
southwest side of the house, and the Alhambra officers contained the southeast side. 


The SEB Blue Team Commander was Lieutenant Baytos. The Entry Team Leader was Sergeant 
Marsh, who was accompanied by four entry team members, Deputies Salvador Velasquez, 
A Scott Walker, A Mark Hoefler, + and Robert Smith, УД Other Blue 
Team members who were positioned on the perimeter at the location, and not part of the entry 
team, were Deputies Michael Centofante, # Christopher Shepard, # J. Е. Jen- 
nings, Gary Wilkerson, E } and K-9 handler Wilkinson. 


The entry team approached the rear yard of the location and found the rear gate locked. They were 
unable to cut the lock, so they used a “Ruly” ladder, which is a short three foot ladder, to get over 
the rear wall. 


After the third deputy entered the rear yard,a female resident who was living in ћеј 

heard the deputies, and opened the side door of the Deputy Scott 
Walker illuminated the female with his flashlight and told her to be quiet, lie on the floor and leave 
the door open. The female resident ignored the order, and closed the door. 


Sergeant Marsh knew that the residents of the И vere Що Suspect Escobedo and 
believed that the entry team had been “compromised” by being observed by the female inside the 
| |] For the safety of the deputies, Sergeant Marsh directed the deputies to make an immediate 


е - 


entry into the house. Deputies Centofante and Wilkerson were directed to cover the residents of 
the f vhile the entry team made their entry into the residence. 


The entry team approached the rear of the location, (Exhibit B) and per 844 of the Penal Code, 
made several announcements of who they were, and that they were there to serve a Search War- 
rant. These warnings were given in English as well as in Spanish. No one inside the residence 
acknowledged the warnings given by the deputies. 


The deputies then pried the wrought iron security door open, then used a ram and opened the rear 
door of the residence, (Exhibit C). As soon as the rear door was opened, Deputy Velasquez 
entered the kitchen of the residence, followed by the other entry team members. While entering 
the residence, Deputy Velasquez continued to announce in Spanish, and in English, who they 
were and their purpose for being there. 


Inside the kitchen there is a door on the south wall, leading into a hall way, (Exhibit D). Within 
seconds after entering the residence, Velasquez pushed this door open. Suspect Escobedo was 
standing in the hallway, holding a semi-automatic rifle, and pointed the rifle at Deputy Velasquez, 
(Exhibit E). Deputy Velasquez fired six rounds at Suspect Escobedo, striking him, (Exhibit F). 


It was later learned that the semi-automatic rifle Suspect Escobedo was holding, was fully loaded 
with 10 rounds in the magazine, one in the chamber, and the weapon was “off safe”. 


The deputies had been previously advised that when Compton Police Department had served a 
Narcotics Search Warrant at this same location Maria Escobedo had 
destroyed cocaine evidence by flushing it down the toilet. To prevent Maria Escobedo from again 
destroying evidence in this same manner, deputies who were outside of the residence, broke the 
bathroom window at the same time entry was made through the back door, in an attempt to dis- 
tract her and keep her from destroying any evidence that might have been inside the location. 


Maria Escobedo was later found in the doorway of the south master bedroom of the residence, and 
was arrested. Found in the bathroom near the master bedroom was narcotics, (rock cocaine), and 
money, (Exhibit G). 


The two пепо Що the suspects ДИ, male seven, "ЕКЕ 
female three, were іп the south master bedroom during Ше S.E.B. entry an time of the shoot- 
ing. The minor f were transported to Lynwood Sheriff Station, and released to their | 


ШИШ 1030 hours on January 20, 1993. 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE. JANUARY 20, 1993 FILE NO. 093-00797-2553-055 


ATTEMPT MURDER ОМ А PEACE OFFICER Action Такеп АСТТУЕ/ТМУЕЗТТСАТТОМ 

664/187 Р.С. MADE/WITNESSES 
INTERVIEWED/SUSPECT 
INTERVIEWED 


DEPUTY VELASQUEZ, SALVADOR МН (ASSIGNED TO SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT 


BUREAU) 
01-20-93 (WEDNESDAY) AT 0620 HOURS 


И PALMERSTONE STREET, EAST RANCHO DOMINGUEZ 


#1 - ESCOBEDO, AMADO ALONZO MH/40, DOB: 02-09-52 (DECEASED) 


#2 - ESCOBEDO, MARIA ESPERANZA FH/34 DOB: 10-01-59 (IN CUSTODY) 
EVIDENCE HELD: 


Item #1A - One Heckler and Koch model MP-5 9mm submachine 
gun # with one magazine containing (25) 
live 9mm rounds 


Item #2A - One expended bullet fragment. 


Item #3A - Two expended bullets, miscellaneous bullet 
fragments and one small piece of cloth 
recovered from within Suspect Amado Escobedo's 
body on 01-22-93 by Dr. Scholtz. 


LEETEEEETEEEEEEE EEEE EEE EI 


On 01-20-93 at approximately 0645 hours, Investigators were dis- 
patched to № Palmerstone Street, East Rancho Dominguez to 
investigate а Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department deputy in- 
volved shooting. The location is in an unincorporated section of 
Los Angeles County and is under the jurisdiction of the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's Department, Lynwood Sheriff's Station. 


Upon arrival at approximatel 0840 hours, Investigators were 
briefed by Deputy T. Fortier ии, Unit 253A days, Lynwood 
Sheriff's Station, about the circumstances surrounding the_inci- 
dent. Deputy Fortier and his partner Deputy M. Oliver E 
prepared the first report (Complaint Report) which will be made a 
permanent part of this file. 


Investigators М. Lee И гга С. Comstock +, assigned to 
Sheriff's Homicide Bureau conducted a detailed scene investigation 
at the location. A report of their investigation will be prepared 
by them and made a permanent part of this file. Their report will 
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include а list of evidence held items and names of Sheriff's 
Criminalistic Laboratory Personnel and Coroner's personnel who 
were at the location in their presence. 


SYNOPSIS 


At approximately 0620 hours on Wednesday, 01-20-93, members of the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Special Enforcement Bureau 


(S.E.B.) assisted members of the San Gabriel Police Department in 
the service of a narcotics search warrant at the location. Five 
S.E.B. "Blue Team" personnel made entry into the location. 


Several announcements pursuant to 844 P.C. were made prior to and 
during entry by S.E.B. personnel in English and Spanish languages. 
S.E.B. Deputy Salvador Velasquez was immediately confronted by 
Suspect Amado Alonzo Escobedo who was armed with a fully loaded 
semi-automatic assault rifle (Evidence Held Item #8 listed in 
Investigators Lee and Comstock's Supplemental Report) which con- 
tained ten live rounds in the magazine and one live round in the 
chamber, safety mechanism in the "off" position, ready to be 
fired. 


Entry was made at the north kitchen door of the location. Suspect 
Amado Escobedo was positioned behind a partially opened door 10- 
cated directly south of the entry door. This door separates the 
kitchen and leads to a small hallway where Suspect Amado Escobedo 
was standing with his rifle pointed directly at Deputy Salvador 
Velasquez. At that time Deputy Velasquez fired his Hecker and 
Koch model MP-5 9mm submachine gun (Evidence Item #1A) five or six 
times, striking Suspect Amado Escobedo, resulting in his death. 


This Evidence Held Item #IA, MP-5 submachine gun was provided to 
Investigators by S.E.B. Deputy Scott Walker on 01-20-93 and 
transported to Sheriff's Crime Lab, Firearms Section on 01-20-93, 
for test fire, inspection and comparison with other evidence Under 
Lab Receipt #H523561. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT INTERVIEWS 


S.E.B. "Blue Team" entry personnel at the location on 01-20-93 at 
0620 hours consisted of the following personnel who entered in the 
order listed below: 


(1) DEPUTY SALVADOR VELASQUEZ, | 
(2) DEPUTY SCOTT WALKER, # 
(3) SERGEANT WILLIAM МАВ$ 
(4) DEPUTY MARK HOEFLER, 
(5) DEPUTY ROBERT SMITH, # 
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These five members of 5.Е.В. were interviewed on 01-20-93 Бу 
Investigators. The interviews were tape recorded. Refer to 
transcripts of these interviews for details which are submitted 
and made a permanent part of this file. 


Four S.E.B. "Blue Team" members were positioned on the perimeter 
of the location at the time of entry on 01-20-93, they are: 


(1) DEPUTY GARY WILKERSON, НИЙ 

(2) DEPUTY J.E. JENNINGS НИЙ 

(3) DEPUTY CHRISTOPHER SHEPHARD УШИ 
(4) DEPUTY MICHAEL CENTOFANTE + 


These four members of S.E.B. have written Supplemental Reports in 
lieu of interview by Investigators which will be submitted and 
made а permanent part of this file. Refer to their reports for 
details. 


Two members of the San Gabriel Police Department were positioned 
on the perimeter of the location at the time of entry оп 01-20-93. 
They are Detective ind Detective 

# These detectives were interviewed by Investigators оп 01- 
20-93. The interviews were tape recorded. Refer to transcripts 
of these interviews for details which are ыш! а 229 made а 
permanent part of this file. Detective № ana provided 
Investigators with their search warrant which had also been sub- 
mitted and made a permanent part of this file. Subsequent to 
these interviews and subsequent to the conclusion of the scene in- 
vestigation conducted b Investigators Lee and Comstock, 
Detectives ШЕШЕН onc MN conducted a search of the premises at 
the location pursuant to their search warrant. A copy of their 
search warrant return and their report (San Gabriel Police 
Department DR#93002-02; Report I.D. #50627.А18) will be submitted 
and become a permanent part of this file. 


Two members of the Alhambra Police Department assisted San Gabriel 
Police Department and were positioned оп the perimeter of the 
location at the time of entry on 01-20-93. They are Sergeant 

РИ 2га Officer ИИ НЫШ both of whom are as- 
signed to the Narcotics Enforcement Team of their department. 
These officers were interviewed by Investigators on 01-20-93. The 
interviews меге tape recorded. Refer transcripts of these inter- 
views for details which are submitted and made a permanent part of 
this file. 


CIVILIAN INTERVIEWS 
The following civilians were interviewed by Investigators on 01- 


20-93. These civilians were positioned inside separate housing 
structures located in the ЙЭ агеа of the И Location 
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during the time the search warrant/deputy involved shooting oc- 
curred on 01-20-93. 


SUSPECT INTERVIEW 


Suspect Maria Esperanza Escobedo, ої deceased Suspect Amado 
Escobedo, was interviewed by Investigators on 01-20-93. The in- 
terview was tape recorded. Refer transcripts for details of this 
interview which has been submitted and is a permanent part of this 
file. Suspect Maria Е. Escobedo was arrested by Detective 
of Gabriel Police Department at the location immediately after 
entry was made on 01-20-92. She was transported to Lynwood 
Sheriff's Station on 01-20-93, by Detective ШШШ and Sergeant 
(Alhambra Police Department). Members of the San 
Gabriel Police Department will proceed with the necessary рарег- 
work for their case involving narcotics charges placed against 
Maria E. Escobedo. They will present the facts of their case to 
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the District Attorney's office for review. Refer to booking slip 
of Maria Escobedo and San Gabriel Police Department report for 
details which will be submitted and made a permanent part of this 
file. 


The two minor ИШ: Suspects Amado and Maria Escobedo were 
transported to Lynwood Sheriff's Station by uniformed Patrol рег- 
sonnel and released to their а few hours later on 01- 
20-93 at approximately 1030 hours. They are ШИ seven 
years of age and ‚ three years of age. 
Investigators noted that these were acting in a normal 
fashion. They did not act upset, indicating to Investigators that 
НИ --- deceased. 


they were probably unaware that their 
On 01-21-93, Investigators con а 5. Е.В. Deputy Scott Walker 
who stated that the two minor =a аа апа ШШШ 
were in the south master bedroom during the S.E.B. entry 
and at the time of the shootin 01-20-93. Deputy Walker added 
that he personally carried out of the house from 
the bedroom. Victim Amado Escobedo was covered by blankets during 
the time № was carried northbound through the hallway and out 
of the north kitchen door. Deputy Walker first observed Maria 
Escobedo by the door of this south bedroom. 


On 01-21-93, Investigators contacted Deputy Salvador Velasquez who 
advised Investigators that his MP-5 submachine gun (Evidence Held 
Item #1A) was loaded with 30 rounds of ammunition оп 01-20-93 at 
the time of entry to the location. 


Оп 01-21-93, Investigators contacted Detective ШЙ at зап 
Gabriel Police Department who provided one expended bullet frag- 
ment (Evidence Held Item #2A) which was recovered from the living 
room of the residence during their search of the location. This 
expended bullet was submitted to Sheriff's Crime Lab, Firearms 
Section for comparison testing on 01-22-93, Lab Receipt #H523563. 


On 01-22-93 at 0940 hours, Investigator Coleman attended a post 
mortem examination of the suspect conducted by Dr. Scholtz. Dr. 
Scholtz recovered two bullets, several bullet fragments and one 
small piece of cloth from within the body of Amado Escobedo 
(Evidence #3A). The firearms evidence was submitted to the 
Sheriff's Crime Lab, Firearms Section for comparison testing on 
01-22-93, Lab Receipt #H523563. 


On 01-24-93, a VHS copy of news media coverage relating to this 
incident was obtained by Investigators via Sheriff's Information 
Bureau Personnel, which will be made a permanent part of this 
file. 
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BY: INVESTIGATOR SUSAN COLEMAN, 
INVESTIGATOR FRANK DURAZO, м 
APPROVED BY: LIEUTENANT JOSEPH BROWN а 
HOMICIDE BUREAU - DETECTIVE DIVISION 


WARREN/I.S. 


